
STUDENT CONFERENCE 
IN AMERICAN STUDIES
LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-UNIVERSITÄT IN MUNICH

scias@lrz.uni-muenchen.de
www.amerikanistik.uni-muenchen.de/scias2011

STUDENT CONFERENCE 
IN AMERICAN STUDIES
LUDWIG-MAXIMILIANS-UNIVERSITÄT IN MUNICH

NOVEMBER 4–5, 2011

 Show Us 
Your Hero!



Student Conference in American Studies
American Heroes – Show Us Your Hero!
 

What is a hero? Are heroes great warriors and 
defenders? Are they persons who incarnate courage 
and self-sacrifi ce, fi ghting for the common good? 
Is it Superman, or is it Wonderwoman – are hero-
es female or male? Do they have a specifi c race? 
Do they occur in our times? Can they be ordi-
nary persons, or is that a contradiction in itself? 
Do heroes exist? Could you be a hero? How would 
YOU defi ne heroes?

Show us The American Hero! At SCIAS 2011, we in-
vite you to analyze the concept, role and function of 
heroism in North American culture in any way you 
can think of. For example, you can illustrate how 
heroes emerge and in which ways they develop. 
What laws are they subject to? You could examine 
the role and function of heroism in U.S. society. 
We are also interested in the concept of the Anti-
Hero. Throughout your analysis, be sure to take
    into account the manifestation of the 
        concept of heroism in the various artifacts of 
                 American culture.                 American culture.                 American culture.

     

Your topics may include all types of heroes – or anti-
heroes – you encounter in American culture and its 
history. Your paper may address (but is not limited 
to) one of the following categories:

     •  Historical Events
      •  Politics
      •  Economy
      •  Environmentalism
      •  Film/TV
      •  Music •  Video Games
  •  Literature/Comics
  •  Sports
  •  Science
  •  Gender
  •  Race
  •  Class

Conference Concept

Hosted by the Amerika-Institut in Munich, the 
Student Conference in American Studies is orga-
nized by a group of students to provide advanced 
Bachelor, Master, and Magister degree students 
with an opportunity to present their work to an 
audience of peers, debate their fi ndings, and 
experience a conference similar to those they might 
encounter later in their (academic) career.

Each speaker will be given 30 minutes for presen-
tation and discussion.

      •  Music •  Video Games      •  Music •  Video Games      •  Music •  Video Games      •  Music •  Video Games
  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics  •  Literature/Comics
  •  Sports  •  Sports  •  Sports  •  Sports
  •  Science  •  Science  •  Science  •  Science
  •  Gender  •  Gender  •  Gender  •  Gender
  •  Race  •  Race  •  Race  •  Race

Paper Submission Guidelines

Please send
•  an abstract (approx. one page) 
    of your main argument in English
•  your name, e-mail address, phone number, 
    and the name of your university
to scias@lrz.uni-muenchen.de before July 20, 2011.

Full papers (8-10 pages) need to be submitted 
before August 25, 2011.

The conference will take place on November 4-5, 2011.

Acceptance notifi cations as well as further informa-
tion will be provided via email. Please feel free to 
contact us if you have any questions. We will also be 
glad to help you fi nd a student-friendly accommo-
dation. Of course, you are welcome to bring friends.

We are looking forward to a weekend of great 
presentations, interesting debates and getting to 
know each other.
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